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Aee THE TRINUNE puarantess to pay your moiex |
Wea make |

o wid wlso the locad news of |

and Harbors Committee took it into their
heads that they could get more money out
of the Treasury for their projects by dodg-
ing a submission of them to the Appro-
priations Committee. John H. Reagan had
the happy inspiration of moving to pass n
Rivers and Harbors bill under suspension
of the rules, the rules requiring it to go to
the Appropriations Committee, He easily
ot a two-thirds majority to support hun,
| thereupon the privilege of bringing in a
Rivers and Harbors bill was awarded to
the Rivers and Harbors Committee and the
privilege of bringing in an agricultural
appropriation bill was awarded to the
| Committee on Aprienlture.

The greal drive on the Approprintions
Committee came about five vears later.
Colonel William R. Morrisin (“Horizontal
le"} cherished a fierce grudee against
famuel J. Randall Leeause the latter hnd
{ helped to kill the Morrison tariff bill. Be-
g 4 member of the Committee on Rules,
|'he got through that body, with the aid of
| Thomas B. Reed and Frank Hiscock, a
resolution taking from Randall, who was
then chairman of the Appropriations Com-
| mittee, jurisdiction over the diplomatic,
military, Military Academy, naval, Indian
and postoffice appropriation bills and as-
sipriing these bills to other committees.
| He won on the floor because many other

dui ut sl oiher matter heraln W| low tariff Democrats were eager to punish
= Randall—and many pork hunters realized

hours; at no hour is treating ¢countenanced,
and the curvent price of liguor has made
it almost imposaible for the man of mod-
erate income to drink immoderately.

| 1t is perhaps this last circumstance that,
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_-T_hé Le;fvis Gun '

Where It Is i-lono;‘ed, Appreciated
and Used

' has contributed most of all to the prnmn-i To the Editor of The Tribuie,

tion of temperance, and now that erdinary
brands  of whiskey—much

l
[

none but generals can afford to be drunken.

{ But in any case it is anomalous that ¢ivil-| Dagembur 1

| 1ans and soldiers should not be subjected
[ to the same restrictions.

The Perfect Bureaucrat

: |
diluted—are b
selling in London at $0 or so a bottle, there | The tnveatipation ne to the experience of the
it reason to hope that before very long | Lewin gun with the Ordnance Department

That heroic young bureauncrat of the!

| Ordnance De

partment who has lived to
make Rarvitan famous deserves more than
a passing gust of lnuehter.
pattern of his breed, a super-bureaucrat,
he ought to be immortalized in bronze on
!the banks of the Raritan.
|l\e handed down to posterity along with
| our other warrior heroes. If we ever
| forget him, ill tide the day for America!l
{  The explanation by General Crozier of
(the blunder is almest as uood\n.-‘. the
"(!rij:inal discovery of the imaginary ord-
nanee gdepot, “One of the younwer of

The perfect!

codled wenpon s the Lo

He ought to |

Lone tinccthousandth of n second

the 700 officers who have been added to !

my stafl, looking ever the contracts and

taking it for granted that the contractors !

. the advantage of the new system of dis-|
Our Farcical Budget P | ] !
: o [ S : — jand ordered some men there,” savs Gen-
Representative John J. Fitzgerald is| Morrison's revenge cost the Tlmmwicrul Cioitin “Should be completed.” |
vut of Congress. May his missionary  hundreds of millions of dollars. The coun- | tl]L‘l'("'u!'L" “1'(_\, completed,  Could |
work in behalf of a wutional Federal bud- | try is still paying for it. But even Cm!-!th ‘! S e ¢ t.l fect |
. | " and | there he a prettier picture of the perfec
get be taken up by a successor in the gress mow sees that waste must stop, anc arenuonebosn vollina ai s hia: dhesa sl
inner circles of the House of Representa-| that it can be stopped in part by a return Fiabieis ';mll e ‘ﬁs:hlinu:. His wxltr L
ives zeal : ; o AR TS) single committee with jurisdiction |BUERELS d A58 & Nk
_u\c:}'as 2 .a.ous; &5 e “n.sl lto bunlg r{hou; :',L\cf.l a]llnipprolil‘{altiun“ (paper to the last decument, utterly un- |
inteiligent and responsible contrel o 1 8. i 2 S : )
Tederal expenditures! | It is more vital now than ever before 'Mimmelled by the coarvse facts of the out

: ! : : side world! - |
The present system of control is farei- that waste in Federal expenditure should =t rid

(MRS

cal.
approprintion  bills  are  intrusted
various committees of the House-and Sen-
ite, euch one of which possesses indepen-
dent authority. There is no central ad-

justment and acecounting bureau. The
estimates come to Congress from the
many departments and bureaus of the

government withagut réevision or coordina-

tion on the 't of the Executive, The
House com ees wrestle with  these
CS—5S 0 1 reductng them mate-
Then the Senate committees make

ons . on a liberal seale and the dif-

Letween two houses arve
settled in conference committes.

The neyitable results of the aystem are
maladjustment and waste. Senator Ald-
tich onee said inoa moment of caleulated
candor that

[erences

the

the ' waste on government
poropriations was about 30 per cent.
knew what he was talking about;
and it is {0 his eredit that he tried

to secure @ stricter

tions by ¢

cantrol of appropria-)
ting a committee of commis-
tees in the Senate, on whieh the chairmen
of all the monev-voting committaes should
serve and through which they might co-
operate in holding appropriations within

proper limits. The time was not ripe,
however, for Mr, Aldrich's experiment.
His commitiee on committees was dis-

handed after a short career of sterility |
and futility. l

The pecuharities of our system of gov-
crnment by eliecks and balances have made
it difficult for us to conform our budget
practice to the model adopted by other
nations. The preparation of a budget i,
normally, an executive function, The
executive branch, which is geing to spend
the money, ought to be held responsible
for thke total of national expenditure, as
well as for the manner in which that
total used. Under a pariiamentary
form of government this principle is easy
of application, the parliament
ereates the Fxecutive and in approving a
hudget mervely ratifies the judgment of the
leaders of the majority, who compose the
Cabinet. Our system of separation of
powers has heén pushed to the extreme of
requiring Congress to Ox both the amoun
and all the details of expenditure, thus
ralieving the Executive from responsibility
for wasteful appropriations and for fail-
ure to keep expenditure within the limits
of income. Under an ideal budpget system
the legislative branch is not permitted to
take the initiative in proposing expendi-
ture. It merely crificises, and either ap-
wroves or rejects a budget submitted to it.

is

=

o

tem can be made at onee,

[ failure to executs

| fessional politicians.
Nor should there be any vepeal of the|

¢ | py-as-you-go Iaw. That iz a safe, sound

| provision,

[ts chief duty is to see that the mcney'

which it grants is properly used. Under
cur system the only cheek on expenditure
is the Controller of the Treasury, an ex-

ceutive oflicer appointed by the President. |

We cannot introduce a normal budeet
system in this country without materially
iltering the existing relations
Congress and the Esxeeutive, b is pos-
sible, of conrse, for Congress to pitss laws
vequiring the estimales to he submitted
i o digested form, with the approval of
the President.  One appropriation meas-
ure: might cover all the estimates, Con
gress might also deny itself the power to

alter items therein or to introduce new |

items. It might further admit heads of
departments to the floors of the House and
Senate, to face criticism and defend the
estimates,  But such a change w
far from agrecabile

personal préstige which
srateful to them.

so radical a reform ¢ould not be effected | g man as

this year, or even next vear. The only
Hope for the present of more efficient con-
trel of expenditure lies, therefore, in
simplification of the existing machinery,
This can be accomplished without a pro-
hibitive amount of frie

appropriations by a single committee,

Up to 1865 the Ways and Means Com- | Daily Telegraph.”
mittee of the House had entire charge of | hibition,

appropriations.

between |

|
The preparation and supervision of | stop. The budget method followed for the
to last thirty-three

years has condc-mn(.-di
One easy step toward o betler sys- |
Will the House
of Representatives have the breadth of

vision to take that step?

itself.

Unwarranted Changss

It iz not necessary to consider the so-
called Hylan programme of lewislation in
detail at this time. Put forward as the
maximum of the demand on Albany for
the means to enable the new administra-
tion to redeem its eampairn promises, it
will also serve as

a last defensive line for
some of those promises
if the Legislature, us seems aliogether
probable, refuses to give ils assent to cor-
tain proposals. When the Lills 1o earry out
these proposals are hefore the Legislature
it will be ample time to analyze their pro-
visions.

Meantime theve are a few fealures of

| this programme which, because of their
| utter eontradiction of the trend

L':]E‘ -
lightened politieal theory and practice, do
deserve consideration—and immediate and
continued opposition. Two of these are the
recomment
the election of the 15t District Public
Service Commission and the recommen-
dation for a charter amendment to make
possible the election of the Corpora-

1
e

| tion Counsel. These changes would be de-

plorable, There iz no reasen for the elee-
tion of the Public Service Commissioners
or the Corporation Counsel. These are
offices which sheuld he kept out of the tu-
mult of an election, not thrown into the
hurly-burly of political contests. To make
their incumbents elective would nat he to

| make them more responsive to the public;
| it would be merely to force them to take an
| active part in polities. Tt would add names

to a ballot already too long. It would add
work to voters already confused with the
burden of selections they have to male in
the voting hooth. 1t would give more op-
portunity for trafiic in oflices to the pro-

sustaining New York City's
eredit and fostering an honest finaneial
policy. It was adopted following an agree-
ment between the city’s financial officers

and the purchasers of the city’s securitics, | S e = 3
b 7 k ' | that entertaining eritic of “The New States- |

who were unwilling to venture heavily on
further purchases until the city stopped
mortgaging the future recklessly. 14 iz

at while this law stands ex di- | ; e : e
true that while this law stands expendi- | protest againgt this liberty with his title!)

tures must be caleulated closely and care-
fully. That is precisely what the law was
intended to compel, 1t prevents {lie vity
from spending money like a drunken sailor.
Its repeal would apen the way to extrava-

pances and improper, unwise expenditures

which would nat boe poassible with it on the
statute books, The demand for its repeal is
one of the most suspicious signs attendant

{on the taking office of a Tammany admin-

istration.

|  Drinking by Soldiers and Others

1t is curious to remarlk that while we
ave debating the desirability of compelling
civilians to be as abstemious as soldiors
and suilors some reformers on the other
side of the Atlantic ave asking why the
standards of non-combatants should not

! auld be ' pa adopted in the serviges.
to most Congressmen, |

sinee they would thereby lose a power and |

It is not implied that the dighting men
do not drink enough, but rather that the

are exceedingly | ythers are, by comparison, models of tem-

| perance, for the wearing of a uniform puts
yet under no extraordinary han-
lieaps in England. The demand, then, is

| simply that they be as abstemious as the

the | rest of the population,

A medical man who lives near one of the
| crealest military centres in Great Britain

tion by returning | and who believes “that within reason a
to the ancient practice of control of all| man is all the better

for aleochol” has
{ drawn attention to this matter in “The
He is a foe of pro-
“But,” he asks, “would any one

It also had charge of | he the worse if the army and navy were

revenue legislation, banking and currency | to put themselves on the same allowunce
and various related subjects. These bur-| of liguor as the rest of the nation? Sure.
dens grew too heayy for one committee to | ly it is not impossible to introduce a self-

carry and [Fhaddeus Stevens, the House' denying ordinance that alecohol should bhe!

leader, decided to create an appropria- drunk only at certain hours of the day and

tions committes and to put himself at its that any form of treating or 'drinking

The power of the new committee | mere ceremony should be ‘had form.'*

over appropriations was unchallenged lm-!

til 1880, when the log-rollers of the Rivcra] is fhdeed allowed to drink only
L

head.

a5 0

As far as public places go, the eivilian

tion for legizlation permilting

| sound

at certainl be in the house!

This is sublime stufl, and Mr. Baker's
own explanation, tinged with bureau-
cratic omnipotence as it is, suffers by
comparison. The Secretary refers to the
depot as “at Raritan” three times run-|
ning, thus upholding the department in
ita location of the site, at any rate
Then in the fnal parapraph he drifts to
Ciear Raritan  Now, the depot is veally
some fifteen miles from Raritan. It is
“near Metuchen,” It is at or near Rari-
tan only in that imaginary world wherein
all burcaucracy lives and moves and has
its being,

The pity is that such souls must in the
end be checked up by the facts. 1f only
war in the flesh, the erude phyaical com-
hat, could centirely  sepavated from

The battle of the bureau-
crats could then be fought out a8 an in-
tevesting side issue by armies of bureau-

Iy docketing and reporting
dizveting. ' But its progress wouldl
noet affect the miain combat, How much
better for burcaveruts-—and soldiers!

This Question of Names

Now that Mr. George Moore has pre-
vatled in the suit brought against him by
a music hall artist of London, named
Louis Seymour, there is much towlo in
British periodicals over {he question of |
novelists and  British names. Nul_wtl‘\'!
blames anybody for objeeting to'an asso-
cintion with the latest produet of Mr.
Moore's elderly pen—an ciderly pen can
be disgustine  under cireumstances in
which a youthful pen is simply diverting.
Mr. Moore's rewritten novel deserves Very
little consideration from any one. v

But the victory for the novelist i= hailed
as a victory for all writers and as a very !
rebuke for those anxious money-
grabbers who have seized upon eyery jlcei-
dental resemblance of name to commence
an action fer damages. In this country |
the meneral disfuvor in which libel sujts
are heid has saved our novelists fram api-
novance. In Eneland there have heen a

Lig
bursaticrney!

crats furious

anid

nuniber of suits and a4 yumber of heavy !
recnveries,

One point raised by crities iz the im- |
possibility of inventing any conceivable
name which will not turn out, to be u ve Iy
common  surname  on some  particulay
parish register of Great Britain. Arabel
Pickles or Marmaduke Honeyblossom |
Whoopingnose are equally unsafe, observes

man' who writes over the name of Solo- |
mon Eagle. (Is therea real Solomon Fagle
somewhere in Tneland, we wonder, to

“Gotubed" is eited as the name of a draper
in o small cathedral eity, by way of illus-
tration of just how far an Englishmanwill
o an keemn me handed down'to him. |

Arve American surnames less cecentric?
o they tend more Lo conform to atyle and
the common

L B 5 B G

run?  So it seems to Lhe |
American who visits England-— despite the
busy activities of those contributors to col- |
| umns whe spend all their lives in repurting
[that J. Ink sells statiowery at Pough-
keepsie, Yot the move straupeness of new
names probably aveounts for much of this
shock ina foreign land, We have met Eng-
lishmen who were cqually aniazed over
heye.

Perhaps theye is a greater fixity
L of surnames in England on the whole. A |
particular town or parish seems to keep il..~:I
particular style and spelling more per--
sistently than here. Our ascents and de-
scents from cluss (o class and our shirts
cast und west and from eity to country
probably wear off some of the cecentricitios
| of spelling, at any rate.

There'is a point that seems to indicate o |
reverse tendency, and that is the affection !
which Americans have for eccentric given I
names. Almost anything will do as a handle, !
A child named War was reported the other
day. There are all too likely some little
| Tariffs trotting around in good Repub-
lican districts,  Almost any popular hero|
| from a President Lo a prizefighter has hi5|

crop of namesakes, Heroes and heroines of

fiction have their echoes.  In England there !
|is a pretty stiff adherence to the wrood old. |

[aushioned standbys—in endless combina-
| tion but without pollution from the news |
of the day.

Speaking generally, we guess that Eng-
lish surnames are more individual and |
Ameriean given names more individual,
But what can we say if Don Marquis nf'|
Walnut, Burean County, I1l, happens tg|

M

would do as they had promised, sapw tlmli'
the barracks there should be completed, |

U they were =mlly disappointed to 1

Bir:s It

is an old anying that “ua prophel is
not without honor save in his own country.”

interests us nll,
striking article in

May 1 eall otiention to o
"The Londen, Graphie of
, where the uses of muchine guns
on the fighting front are pointed oug quite
graphically, and the details of pome of these
fruns are well illustrated?  Manifostly the
article and the illustrations have becn pre-
nared by u technical expert, I quote from
puge GRD—and 1ot us not Toreel that
was written after three years' testing (o the
field:
"The

most notuble exnmple of the air-
pun, inventod by
Golonel |, Lewis, tioast Aetitlers Corps,
United States Avmy, and in
use by the Alltes.  Tihis angonious rifle de-
rives  sutficlent oencer v loy its operstion
while the bullet is poszing from a gis-porl
to the muzzle during the minute poried of
Cunsizt-
g of forty-nine parts, it ean bo digmounnted,
uring only the point of o bullet, and its re-
il 45 so o slight that it can b fived when
held at arm's leneth,  lts hghtpesa, depen-
dent an the air-coolinge svatem, renders: it of
Ereat ase o nooaed v wihite Lhe Maxim is

M

1 oyt

vy
el chietty inoconsolidstion and o

LIS g U]

It can be seen goltye forward "in an ad-
vanee" an o the deuble pagn ilustration in
“The IHlustested Londos News" af Décember
1, second fipure from {he vight In the fore-
ground, ecugily recopnizable by its ummuni-
tion disk, instead of a4 helt,

I, NENRY LACOMBE,
New York, Thee, 24, 1017,

"Delenda est Boruasia’

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir:
spoken editorial diseussion of Cerman pence

terme.  You have doue o yery preabt service

[In aid of elear thinking wnd in stimulation of

vigorous netion. The grentost menace to the

| future of the world lios in the belic? held by

muny well meaning but ill-informed neople,
especinlly in the United States; that it is pos-
siblo o reach some sort of lasting pence by
negotiation with the enemy, It finds varying
expression, vanging from the anmemie intel-
leetunl perversion of “The Fvening DPost,”
which saw in Count Czeenin’s lerms “un offer
which the Allies are baungd eitbeatain,
dowy {0 open, shameless German prapsanda,
I i3 even implieit in some of the Presidontts
PrEonouneements iy
possibility of negotintions with a e rean-
fred"™ or “demberatizod” Germany, and trics
to diTerentinie between the Gurman neople
and their imperial rulers,

No peace that shall be safe ean be renehod
by dny negotintion with a Gormany in arms.
thie dpes nol debato torms with o red-Tanded
murderer:  1Te must fie
powered domplelely,
nub MneFotinte
T

4]

o be disprmoed, nver-
But sven then one does
with him. I hie 15 to be nl-
Lo survive atoall it muast be on
to he fiid down by his conguerers,

You trudy that the “beginning of peaens
roparation, restoration, rostitution”  But
that is ot onough, There remnins retribi-
tion. 19 justice 15 10 he meted out puiish-
ment mush follow erime, in the of na-
tions a8 of Individusla,  if the court of na-

Lerms

tions fails in this the erime will be renoated |

and onr ehilibren will have the problem still
to solve,

Lot there be no talk of any peace before a |

complete sietory i
Neurs or len,
to! detand
L

i

New York, e, 29, 1017,

won, whether it takes rwo
Ralher there is need of a1 Cato
insistentiv— “Delendn est Boruss
Elo oo s

Red Cross Stamps on Packages

To the Editor of The
=

ribune.
o Owinge to pour interest in the proh-

[lems of merchundising, and the fair tredl-

ment of he public by the' morchants of this
city, 1 should like to call your attention to
a patriotie custom i
Chapel 1111, N, O
i Carelinn

There,

ituted 0 the town of
here the University of
Hunted,

1th

s elsowhero,

a propaganda was
started tooinduce parchisers to ciarry homa

thelir own norecls, in order “o sHve money. |

The only people it saved money for, in the
popular  conception, wers
themselves,

the  merehants
o going up, and

ssinn tothe enstomer whao

P'rices Kopt

fhere was no coni

horie His
hiranch
merehants and asked them to buy o supply
of Red ampys and to paste one of
them on every nacknge carricd homa liv the
nurchaser.

The merchants acveded, and the effoot was
immuediato,

: . ;
carriod own o purehases,  Thon thoe
the Tod Cross wont to the

toeal o

Crnss

Miany persons are new soen on
the streets of Chapel 11l currying home
thair own parcels, and on each parcel n Red
Crosy slamp i5 conspicuously displayed. The
merchants get most of (heir parecels earriod

to the homes of the purchasers at a cosl of

.
tho eent.
ol

el and the Tled Croass receives

1t e steh

nrranroment

Ited Cross in this eity?

ROY MASON,
Noew York, Doee 29 1017,

Committee Hearings on ‘One Day

v the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir:

i
Now that the Legislature is about Lo
coltvene for the session of 1915, it is o=
tant that some veform be made in o FEystem
of hearings the several legislative
committees Muny persons lave complained
thal alfter making the long trip to the cani-
tul to appenr bofore

hefore

aeertain commitieo
arn that
¢ wity cancelled ur postponed, ow-

ine tn pressurve of other business op lick ot

the keénrin

Trmge.

If for o olher redson tha) the eliminu-
tian of uniecessary railroad travel at this
time, I beliove we shoald give this matooy s

riows attention and, gs o sirgedtion, 1 pro-
pose the following: ]
Thut Wednesday of wach woek be pesopvod
for committee hearings: that all committess
meet on that dawvy that the reenlar Wednesday
session be helid at pighy,
JUOVHN

Now York, Dec, 28, 1917,

V. SHERIDAN.

Young Men Going to War
With lifted faces, drinking from the bow]
OFf valiant sunlight poised upon the earth,
We are made richer; swiftly
birth
Indomitable impulses of =oul.
The white-browed day is like an aurole
And mighe 1z filled with clushing swords
and mirth
To give life witness that there 15 no dearth
Of eagerness to greet the fiery goal, .
With sunlight on our brows i hearts pf

comes: to

flame '
We follow vaices, elear, auspicious, sweet,
To where the scarlet waves of battle
thritl,

Like conquerors we go of ancient fame
Who march into the night on sounding feet
And greet Adventure on her fartliest hilll
HERBERT S. GORMAN,

this |

I' beg to thank you for your out-

it Tam |
frought about between (he merehants and tha

| mutual joys.

|

It wag Christmas in Our Town, still very
feavly and dark, with the Christmas stars
| #hining overhead, although the first dull
[yellow of dawn was creeping above the
!J\iil:; across the river. There was snow on
the garden and ice on the streets, so thal
Lapprodching footsteps crunched noisily on
| the walks, filling the stillness with a cheer-
ful clatter even before the volees of the
earcllers rang out in the dark:

"It cnme upon the midnight clear,
| That glorious song of old.”

Yes, it was really Christmas, just as it
used to Le before the war, with Mother
bending over, whispering: “Wake up, dar-
ltngs, and hear the Christmas song,”

Chililish memeorics cling more fondly in
| Our Town to those mysterious sweet songs
| toming €0 suddenty out of the dark than

Pevhaps it was because we knew that
sunte would leave anything nice he might
happen to have, and it would keep until
morning; but the carollers were a frag-
ment of wonderfulness that could not be

could never be recaptured, even by the
carols around the piano in the dusk of
Christmas  afternoon, As childrén we
| turned over happily and went to sleep
again with the silver song vinging in our
cars. But with the years our interest'grew,
until we knew the words and the entire
programme, and could follow the caroliers
lon their way past the schoolhouse and
uown the hill to the parsonage, where they
all went in for coffee. We always thoupht
that quite the most gracious act of hospi-
tality Our Town ever witnessed. It was
une thing to liec warm in bed, enjoying the
visit of the carvollers, but quite another to
ot up and make coffee for a crowd of
half-frozen boys and girls.

“I wonder where the bass voices are.
sounds so weak," whispered Our Mother,
and as she spoke she remembered where
I they were. So the war came with the
| Christmas dawn.

| Our Carollers

o far as he Implies the | 5 ; |
| Ouv carollers were not a native product, |

miles neross the hill to meeting. We would
never have invented cavolling, although we
niight wish we could. It was the English
dewn in the valley, who came when the
mills hegan Lo boom, bringing their own
listablished Church and their own cheerful
English custems. That was how it came
about that the carollers were weak on the
bass, for their best voices were singing in
Lhe trenches long since.

As Christmas Day dawned and passed

now and again o reminder as sharp as

they do even to the visit of Santa Claus. |

preserved, n moment of sheer delight that .

It |

| a5 the homecomers

C}:ristmas- in Our Town

By Emma Bugbee

this of the reality we were trying to for-
ret, The Lady Acrorg the Street had shut
up her house and gone away. Iler Loy
was in Seotland, on “Andy" Carncgie's
catate, ehopning down trees with the lum-
Lierjacksa, The home from which resound-
ed on other Christmases such bhuge sounds
of collegiate mirth that the whole neigh-

flag in an upper window.

who I
of th
Town

name

| between tho two clreles as to
borhood  alternately chuckled and cursed | shall be the best er
was still this year, and undecorated, save | Sargent joined the navy he
for the red gleam of a one-starred service  relations

mothe

| Cross, which has supplied 4 complete gyt
it of knitted grarment-
muffier, helmet

swenter, wriste“'
socks—to every boy
as gone Lo the army. The Daughters
¢ Americnn Jevolution—and Our
bristles with them—have done the
=, Intense rivairy exists
wiiose hoys
tipped.  When Joseph
caused strained
m for days. Hig
ed to the Red Cross, and was

il

il

r

or the s

1
ne

f

fiptween

r helon

Those flags hung in almost every win-, in duty hauind to giva

dow on Our Hill. In homes where there | grmv whils the D
was no flag we knew it was because there o i oF o0 ]

wig no son. lL'rom the House Around the
years ago to drive
never came back.
brave young spirit, calling to the hoys
who used to romp with him over our hills,
has been partly responsible for the large
number of recruits to army and navy from
Qur Hill,
The First War Christmas

Thank God that for this first War
Christmas they had not gone so far they
could not yet return, It was this that
made it merry Christmas still, in spite of

an ambulance, and

everything; and mothers wheo dared not but she hai
think of next year busied themselves with | of her loft 1

turkey and red Santa Clauses with a*hilar-
ity never before assumed. And now Our
Mother rejoiced with every
toiled up the hill after |
the Christmas morning train! |

“Here comes Horace! He's been pro- |
moted to first lieutenant. Isn’t he splendid

in that overcont! And how little his father | over the piano, How eossential th

looks Leside him!
baking for a week.”

“Even Roy is coming—all the way from | without hol

they were his own parents, and he is de- road cars with holl
voted to them, although Mre, Smith says' room for guns

e has never given up the search for his fo waste precious sunga
{ own mother. He plans to spend his fur- we could et it) oncranbe
| loughs in Paris looking for her. Some one ' was plenty of her

has told him she had a French name.”

Even the visit of the letter carrier, in-| the cupboand, m: Sl
The teaditions of the Puritans lay stern terest in which is usually purely selfish on | to Hoover's opders, The i
across Our Town, which grew up around| Christmas Day, was another chapter in in his stockine one
the new church when it was found to be | the story of Our Boys.
too hard for the farmers to travel eight |

helmet.”

through its merey hours, there was every | him another.

The Children’s Carnival
A Clorified Hour of Child Life ls
Pictured by a Spectator

To the Editar of The Tribune,
Sir:  The children's carnival held for n |

week past at the Geand Central Palace ig the
best child community joy New York has ever
spread o shared, No New York Christmas
ought ever 1o be without one again. It has
given at lenst 25000 children a erowded houy
ol plorified ehild life, and as T write, Sutur-
day afternoon, the number grows with the
stream of childeen that makes the flood of
entrance at the wickets,

Hoda no grown-up affaie adjusted for chil-
dren. 1t is child all through, and brought to
overy ehild that look af glud amnze which
only the twinkling tupers of the Christmas
trees can bring to o chilgd's fnee. Clreus,
muoyies, theatre, Mother Gooss, o wonderful
slide down which shouting children gped,
lishing puols for munifold fish of the Christ-
muas broed, blindfold grab, merry-go-round
Ferris wheel, Noah's Ark, Treasure Island
treal poliesmen, real fireman, real engin
real Santa Claus, the most wonderful ever—
Lut why ecatalogue these breathless joys of
childhood ?  To these, since the core and
centre of this city Christmas earnival was a
nresent to every ciild of any man swith the
colors that would come there, was added alse
the gombre note of “the Lrenehes” and a move
ing and pathetic Christmas “here’ and “oyver
there” the latter with a desolute and bat-
tered roadside evucifix belore whieh through
il the hours one Italinn woman and another

| lienten
Corner the youngest son had gone three ... .

of kn

It may be that his knows. H

mothe
Cross
that

n all her work to the
aughters naturally werp

norof providine the firss

ant from Our Town, Our Town

HUE

ar-
sicion that Jezeph has two sets

i
ittod wear, but. of course, nobody

better off than the boy whose

r refused haught to accept a Red
outfit for him in the s

ying

if her hoy need F iter she
euessed she could huy him one; and now

he needs
! has given out.

The
hn”}'
able i
rrizer

and th

That didn't matter. though, in view
other mother 41 eighteen helmets she had mod

His mother has been  things were a

ag her gift, it beinge

o, and the Red Cross supply

Lady Next Door brought inat

Imost ¢

n Our Town this vear.
for not having made any proser
| worn a hale in the fores
hand from conztant |

ere was danger of blood poi=or

and
two dozen sweaters.
Guns Abnye Holly
We put the holly in the place oF hinor
little
ragol We wo have
whined that Christn nas

the w

| and the War Br
“Run quick, dear, and ask the lettor car- | of it to lake b
rier if his brothor has found his knitted | The rest of o

]

and ex

Allentown—to spend the day with the | vear we commented choer
Smiths, They are as proud of him as if that we co:

ihdn't expeet to
v when

cand that we svouldn®

rgods and pl

o,
1

| without it

The report was bad, quite overshadow-| And so the first War Chrisim e
ing ordinary Christmas glee over the lot- | g merry dusk, when the = foll
ter carrier’s burden. The Brother in The Wor Bride af ar |
France said in his lust letter that the hel- gang again the Chr B all o
met hud evidently been stolen by some sol- them— the Tunny gt & i
dier who needed it more than he, so rather | ones—but with 4 new o0e for the end
than impose on the generosity of the Red | rpt s (0 rietiae < ! s
Urogs our letter carrier was going to pet Country 'Tis of st
somebody in the Old Ladies' Home to knit time that {

fultered = s hand

Our Town is very proud of -t rant to the serviee il

lming its ey pit grets i el lank / 3 {
Fucs s 3w e somen pebt %% A Much Desired Job
New York of Twoed, with its dirt, its deaths,
s digonse, 1t uaguilor, it mneeivahle cot- - r — = -
|'tup:!i0n{u:;:] Iir g |.|1r}c-| '1'I\imh:t- e Ii-!‘:f::?'l‘[‘[} :ln» {”fclr‘ Officers Orderlies Not La 5 ;
in the proof this Chrisimus Curnival of Important Cogs in NMilitary Wheel
the advance of the Uity of Our Livas, :
TALCOTT WILLIAMS, [ To the | v the Triba
New York, Deg¢, 20, 1017, Sir: of Thy Tr e
et e Tiave 1 L iy n
Washington and Lincoln ndioe AU

To the Yditor of The Tribune. i ]

« e e ; i =ldien ot i

Gir:  With the approaciing eclebrations of T B g | .
the birthdays of Washingten and Lincsin it s e 3 e
would seem that the eitizens of this country rhi.-a I U S T .} the
should prepare to sive some unuzaal observi- Suhl'mc‘\. -
tion to these days. The mere suspenzion of !,-'I,“,_= the wiewnaint of top
busitess by Lan ng hiouses nnd eertain gov- friom - distastefy ‘dog
crnmentil departments iz not n keeplug with T ptitrietti
the spiviv of 1018, DHESEEAY (OF s seEva ]

Uur country needs Lo be awakencd to a and VSTe = ni
keoner sense of morale, as an Important in- canii b wny dr
fluence in winning this war, and a preten- . of ehar ; Wi
tious and seripus observance of {hese np- oficer, M earricos r
tional holidays would surely bring a means | correspondino T

| of realizing the necessity of we “stay-ut
| homes" doing “our hit" as consistently as
¢5 | men and boys “over there,

| Rielt reverently, with praver for the ehildren |

that were present and the father thut wasg
mwiy.
Move Shan Tour thousand ehildren ol men |

in unilorm sent their names in for
Hundreds of seldlers in eamp anil canton-
ment wrote for their childeen and gave th

eir
| number, tames and addresses, officars id
| privites alike,  Americans all. With these,
| whie

gnmme, Tron puests, for the gifts nd
prateful ety ta the sons and dunghte

1 sung gone ol repdy for 1ife's |
feo, there wus added the sure

of
uEt Gacri-
Ing stream of

presents, |

ciiildren who entered for a %o so small vhat |
owas no more than the noorest familics |

fri

ve for the movies, and to these which were
present were sulded wonders “or ehildron

-
o o than movies in all their elory. A
sleat arvdy of enaritios sent all their chil- |
dren.  And Calas, that sueh a drafe =hould
crawn Hfo's cariv  cup  with woel 1, the
matmed, the blind and the dumb wepe thore
noEroy At Bcores

Forty-odd vears ago [ knew the tenement
Iife of this island as it s known only to the
siraight-out reporter, not the “spe al” oy
the “star ap the “department man.” but Just
the pliin, steaight-out, wil-around roporter
To tha ehild this tenement life, worse then
terhaps than now, seomed g BLLmM, arimy,
muddy and sidewalk horvor, under which one
child T three then died under sis, and one
child in about =ix in the next ofeht
| Herod has loss chance at the Innocont
on Mank

wlien

VERES:
3 now
ttan Island, but he still slays, and

universal Christmas comes the
shades wather avound the mrowing boy and
girl of tenement and smull apnrtment as in
no ether week of the yenr,

The Christmas earnival for its hours
ninkes these shadows to flea éxwa_v. It mives
what ehildhood so lacks in a eity, the 5-;,-,1-11
of safe and  cvodtancous  gdventure and
The sum needed to do all this
so small, the fruitd so munifess and the
Joxs so abounding that tot one bu: o dove
Christmis curnivals should eome in the fut-
ure, How enn any one without shame take |
the festival of the Chreistehild alone
this Community Christmas is possible ?

The public of this island is alwayas

thn

}

is
|

brim-

Could not & movement be Inunched to huve |
special services in all ehurches upon Wash-
ington’s and Lincoln’s
cessation of all business for at least one-half !

| tant and responsi
OUr | tary wheel,

I'had novdifficulty in getting

in fac

_ (all who desired the positl
birthdays, and the | swas excused

gn orderlye:

Gy Tihuad quite a job se!

oriderly

from interior pguard;

b

excused from  futiguo,
hour during the day? latrines, ecuttine wood,

The publie schools will undoubledly have K. P. work., e roce D,
exercises of semae kimd, and sueh ohservanee  and bad four honr to my
would be far more impvesiive if throughout equipment, f | i i the run
the entire country and our insular posses- | of my duartors, o share of hioxes from
glons all were conducted ut g certuin speci- | home, and he seawired = of
liwdd periad, clothing and cquipment, of wo use to me, but

The cotpevation of our great department | priceless o hirt, In the o ng, while: 1
stores in sl eitids could no doubt herenlisted  studivd, e wrote Jotier g ¥
in suel o mavement and they would be cuger zines. Al vory undemoera
to observe some special form of exerelzes | your eurrospundents
during the kalf hour of intermission of busi- Aftir i HEEE 15
ness, to o bt el 4

By adopting s uniform programme, b he | Sspeeind aotiil )
varied as little as nossible nnd ecarried on offduty tlue, €T "
simultanveusly, the rmost impressive benelits | with paper nery |
would ba achieved, v enew; Mo o afkar

EDW. ROY PARS(INS BT :
New York, Vievember L:'.’I‘ETU!T_! BRSNS, '_.I,l b ‘r' ‘im‘l i
sy 5 -! ern cien
- - Liou e s

A Question of Pride
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Siv: T truet T will not be emed seditions
if T disagree with the British officer who, in
The Tribune of Decembur 15, soundly eriti-
cisos Uonpresaman Miller for o .\.|Linp,"in pro-
Libit the use of American soldiers in France
#s. personal servants o Wlgel the hoots of
their officers, vven it ) foreing it.

This smacks too mubh of ol distinctions. |
I rémember o similar digeassion during my

Of students weting as waitors, as
Was eustomary in some colleges, and he ulso
discouraged like service by students ut sum- |
mer hotels, Now, there were and are mun‘:,'
men it el G2 work  their way
through eollege, and they are highly respoct-
ed by their fellows, who tolerate no distine-
tions based an wealth; but to the erodit of
Fair Harvard be it sald no student ia ever al-
lowed to aet ms waiter in a Harvard dining
hall or te engage in other m
the univers harmful to o proper pride or
seif-respe

It mey be true,
serta, that the pni i Hritish army
=proud to do an fvice for his ofider, even
to blacking his boots, but this is an Obse-

N

ag the Dinplish offfeey

e in

L

quious pride hapnily foreign to the American wolkers
when | soldier or eivilian,

WILLIAM GRANT WEBSTER. |
New York, Dec. 21, 1917,
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A Food Controller's Difficulties

Heane Tho EoNdony Silly’ N evm and 5 ondet)
W:-wr Arthur ¥app, in an interview, said:
ehicl ‘eriticism 1 had to meet whs that

top

tal servies for destroyed

uniked

ik

Wil

riglhtly

| of them

W of harley and sugar is
of heer. T
rimember that | am
4 o temperanc

winted out that the
f to be rationed,
Ul heing depstie reduced. But,
or wrongly, the large percentage of
el that beer is u food, and many
£0 so far as te contend that they

manufacture
the

re-

| derive more energy out of it than out of &
| piece of bread.” :
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